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	Sex and Love in Modern Society

Sociology 340
Autumn 2006


Lecture:

Monday and Wednesday 11:30 – 1:18



    
ROOM TBD






Course Web Page:
http://sociology.osu.edu/classes/soc294/sayer/
Instructor:

Dr. Liana Sayer

Office:


344 Bricker Hall

Office Hours:

Monday 2:30 – 4:00 pm and by appointment 
Office Phone:

614-292-8402 

E-mail:

sayer.12@sociology.osu.edu
Mailbox:

301 Bricker Hall

Sex and love are topics that virtually everyone finds interesting. In this class, we will investigate how sociologists study these topics scientifically. Our focus will be on how behavior and meanings relating to sex and love have changed in recent decades, what explains these changes, and consequences of these changes. Because sexuality and love are gendered, we will examine how behavior, meanings, explanations, and consequences vary between women and men. We will explore topics such as: why the hookup has replaced the date on campuses, how attitudes about gender affect sexual behavior, trends in cohabitation, non-marital births, and marriage and how these trends are related to norms about sexuality. 
Please be aware that we will be reading and discussing sensitive and sometimes sexually explicit material. People have strongly held preferences and values about these topics. You are welcome in the class regardless of your experience or point of view, as long as you are willing to consider other points of view and experiences respectfully. 
Course Materials 

Two books are required for the course and are available at area and online bookstores: 
1. The Gender of Sexuality, Pepper Schwartz and Virginia Rutter, Pine Forge, 1998.
2. Sex in America, Robert Michael et al., Little Brown, 1995.
Journal articles are required reading for many classes. These are available online through the course Carmen website: 
1. “The Egg and the Sperm,” Emily Martin. Signs 16(3):485-501.
2. “Hooking Up, Hanging Out, and Hoping for Mr. Right,” Norval Glenn and Elizabeth Marquardt, Institute for American Values.

3. “I couldn’t ever picture myself having sex…Gender Differences in Sex and Sexual Subjectivity,” Karin A. Martin, in Sexuality and Gender, ed. C. Williams and A Stein, p. 142-66.

4. Chapters on “Marital conflict over intimacy,” “Self-development through androgynous love,” and “Androgynous love in marriage,” (p. 91-133, Ch. 7-9) in Love in America, Francesca Cancian, Cambridge U. Press, 1987.

5. “The World Historical Transformation of Marriage,” Stephanie Coontz, Journal of Marriage and Family 66, 4: 974-979.

6. “Redrawing the boundaries of Marriage,” Kathleen Kiernan, Journal of Marriage and Family 66, 4: 980-987.

7. “The Deinstitutionalization of American Marriage,” Andrew Cherlin, Journal of Marriage and Family 66,4 (November, 2004):848-861.

8. “The Wax and Wane of Marriage: Prospects for Marriage in the 21st Century,” Pamela Smock, Journal of Marriage and Family 66,4 (November, 2004):966-73.

9. “Gay and Lesbian Families are Here…,” Judith Stacey, in Sexuality and Gender, ed. C. Williams and A Stein, p. 395-407.

10. “The spread of single-parent families in the United States since 1960,” David Ellwood and Christopher Jencks, Ch. 2, p. 25-65 in The Future of the Family, Daniel P. Moynihan, T. Smeeding, and Lee Rainwater, eds., Russell Sage, 2004.

11. “…What Marriage Means for Poor Unmarried Parents,” Kathryn Edin et al., Journal of Marriage and Family 66, 4: 1007-1014.

12. “Diverging Destinies: How Children are Faring Under the Second Demographic Transition,” Sara McLanahan, Demography 41,4: 607-27.

Course Requirements:

Students are expected to attend class, participate in class discussions and activities, complete 4 assignments, and take a midterm and a final exam. Participation in class activities, which accounts for 10% of your grade, will be assessed based on the following activities: development and presentation of one in-class debate and short written responses to lectures, films, and class activities. 

You are expected to attend class each class period. Course materials will be explained more fully in lecture and some material will be presented only in lecture. Class time will consist of lectures, discussions, films, and small group activities. Your active participation and attendance are important to the success of the course for both you and your classmates. You are responsible for being present when assignments are distributed and for obtaining any information, assignments or schedule changes that you may have missed. You are expected to conduct yourself in a manner that is respectful to your classmates and myself at all times. 

Course Assignments: 4 assignments are required. 

1. Fill out a student survey. The survey will be handed out in class on Monday, September 25, for you to fill out on your own and turn in on Wednesday, September 27. The survey consists of closed-ended questions about your own experiences and attitudes about dating and relationships and can be completed in about one hour. Participation in the survey is voluntary. Students who prefer not to answer the survey questions may instead complete a 2 page reaction paper on class readings for Week 2. 
2. Content Analysis of popular music about sex and love. Focusing on a single genre of music (e.g. country, hip-hop, pop, folk), pick at least 10 hits in that genre for a year in two separate decades (e.g. 1950 and 2006) and analyze the messages about love, sex, relationships and family that emerge. Are there differences between decades? Are there similarities over the years? Are the messages the same for men and women? You will then prepare a 3 to 5 page paper that discusses and analyzes your findings. The paper will include an appendix of the list of songs you analyzed and your content analysis notes. 
3. Qualitative In-depth Interview. For this assignment, you will become a sex and love researcher. Training will be provided in class on conducting a qualitative in-depth interview of another student, using an interview guide provided by the professor. The in-depth interview will take approximately one hour. You will be interviewing this student about their College experiences with dating, relationships, and hooking up. You will recruit a student who is willing to be interviewed, schedule and conduct an interview which you will tape, and then transcribe the interview verbatim. Note that it will take about 6 hours to transcribe a one-hour interview. You will be given instructions for preparing a summary of the interview and a coding memo. You will turn in a print and electronic copy of the transcription of the interview and a typed interview summary and coding memo. NOTE: do not identify your interviewee anywhere in the transcript or other materials. Your transcript and other materials will be read and graded for whether you covered all the material, kept good informal rapport, sounded conversational rather than “canned,” and used probe questions in the interview. The grade will also be based on how your summary and coding memo showed an understanding of how the data speak to the research questions. Participation in the interview is voluntary. Students who prefer not to conduct the interview will complete a 5 to 7 page paper that synthesizes and applies class materials and outside library research to a topic of the instructor’s choosing. 
4. 8 to 10 page term paper. In this paper will explore sociological concepts and research related to a topic of your choice that involves sex and love in modern society. The paper will be based on outside sociological research and course materials and will describe and evaluate theoretical perspectives and popular arguments on the topic and explore the extent to which the perspectives and arguments are supported by empirical sociological research. 
Detailed handouts for each assignment will be provided in class. All written work should be typed and double spaced. Assignments are due in class on the date listed in the syllabus. Without PRIOR approval from me, no late work will be accepted and no assignments will be accepted outside of the classroom. Late work and work turned in outside of class will be accepted only in unusual circumstances and, depending on the circumstances, may have 10 points deducted.

Assignments are due on the following days at the beginning of lecture: 

Assignment 1: 
September 27

Assignment 2:
October 18
Assignment 3:
November 8
Assignment 4:
November 29
Assignments will be graded on both content and form.  Content refers to the degree to which you complete the requirements, the extent to which you demonstrate clear understanding of course material (lectures and reading assignments), and the level of analysis applied.  Form refers to the clarity of the work you present in terms of grammar, spelling, punctuation and writing style.   

Midterm and Final Exams: 

The midterm and final exam will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. Both exams will be based on readings and materials covered in lectures, discussions, activities, and films. Lectures will sometimes cover material not in readings, and much material in readings will not be covered in lectures. You are nonetheless responsible for material from both lectures and readings on exams. Exams will not highlight memorization of exact numbers or dates, but will focus on generalizations from research, the arguments made by various authors, and the evidence and reasoning they provide in favor of their arguments.  The mid-term is scheduled for Wednesday, October 25. The final exam is scheduled for [week of Dec. 4]. Make-up exams will be given only due to verifiable illness or emergency situations. 

Course Grading:

Class Participation 
 10 points

10%

Assignment 1

  5 points

 5%
Assignment 2

10 points

10%

Assignment 3

15 points

15%

Assignment 4

20 points

20%

Midterm 

20 points

20%

Final exam

20 points

20%

Grading Scale:

90-100
= A

80-89
= B

70-79
= C

60-69
= D

59 or below = Fail

Disabilities:  

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Classroom Conduct: 

Each of you has something significant to contribute to our understanding of sex and love in Modern society. A respectful, tolerant, and actively questioning attitude is crucial to a successful discussion. All students are expected to contribute meaningfully and productively to the class.  Please turn off phones and pagers during class. 

Academic Misconduct: 

University rule 3335-31-02 requires that “each instructor shall report to the committee on academic misconduct all instances of what he or she believes may be academic misconduct.” Academic Misconduct is defined by the Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to, cheating on tests, misrepresenting yourself or your work, including passing off other’s work as your own or copying papers off the Internet, and plagiarism. If you are uncertain whether something constitutes academic misconduct, please ask! I will report all forms of academic misconduct. 
TENTATIVE Schedule of lecture and discussion section topics, when readings should be done, test and assignment dates:

Week 1


W 9-20
Introduction to Course 
Week 2
How Men and Women View Sex
M 9-25

Read: Schwartz, Ch. 1,2
W 9-27
E. Martin 
Week 3
 Dating and Hooking Up
M 10-2
Read: Article 1 (Glenn) and 2 (K. Martin), and Schwartz, Ch. 3
W 10-4

Week 4
Findings from the National Sex Survey
M 10-9

Read: Michael Ch. 1-5 and Appendix A and B
W 10-11
Week 5
More Findings from the National Sex Survey
M 10-16 
Read: MICHAEL, Ch. 6-8, 10, 11, 13
W 10-18

Week 6
Sex and the Continuum of Coercion
M 10-23
Michael, Ch. 12
W 10-25
MIDTERM

Week 7
Sexual Identities
M 10-30
Michael, Ch. 9; Schwartz, pages 193-198

W 11-1



Week 8

M 11-6

Romantic Love 

Read: Article 4 (Cancian—all 3 chapters) and 5 (Coontz)

W 11-8
Sex in Love Relationships


Read: Schwartz, Ch. 4
Week 9
 How Intimate Relationships and Childbearing are Changing 
M 11-13
Cohabitation and Related Trends
W 11-15
 Read: Article 6 (Kiernan); Thornton and DeMarco 2000
Week 10
How Marriage is Changing
M 11-20
Read: Article 7 (Cherlin), 8 (Smock), 9 (Stacey)

W 11-22
The Rise in Nonmarital Births




Read: Article 10 (Ellwood), 11 (Edin), and 12 (McLanahan) 
Week 11
Sex and Love as Controversial Social Issues
M 11-27
Read: Schwartz Ch 5-6

W 11-29
Recap & Review  
FINALS Week
December 4-7
